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A Season of Peace



1459 White Memorial Church Road - Willow Spring, NC 27592
www:wmpcwillowspring.org

Remembering God’s Grace,

the mission of White Memorial Presbyterian Church in Willow Spring is:
Come to be joyous and thoughtful in worship;
Walk with God’s guidance into deeper faith and knowledge;
Stretch out to the needy with tangible acts of service;
Be loving and generous with time, talents and treasures;
Go out into the world to welcome and invite.

The Service for the Lord’s Day
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

The Church Gathers
September 20, 2026										10:30 AM
						
*Please rise in body or spirit.

Prayer for Preparation: 
You, God, prescribed the right way to live; now you expect us to live it.

Prelude -  Knowing You (All I Once Held Dear) by Graham Kendrick			Kristy Gathings

Welcome and Announcements	

*Call to Worship 										Rev. Joy Alford
Call to Worship (inspired by Psalm 145:1-8)
One: Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised
All:  God’s greatness is unsearchable.
One: From generation to generation, we sing of your righteousness.
All: The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love!
		
*Opening Hymn – #36 For the Fruit of All Creation


Prayer of Adoration 	
Confession and Pardon
Call to Confession 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)
Almighty God, when we follow the path of Jonah and allow our anger and frustration to cut us off from others, you sit next to us and call us back to your way of mercy, love and redemption. It is one thing to accept these gifts for ourselves; it is another to extend them to those who frustrate us. Forgive us for our anger, resentment, and desire to hoard. We lay these impulses at your feet and ask that you create a new heart within us, one modeled after your steadfast love and generosity. Help us to see the world in new ways. 
(Silent Confession)
Amen.

Assurance of God’s Pardon
One: Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old has gone; a new life
has begun. Know that you are forgiven and be at peace.

All: Thanks be to God.


We Proclaim God’s Word
Prayer for Illumination (in unison)
All: Eternal God, you know our hearts and minds. Bless this time together that in reading, hearing and reflecting on your Word together, we may be changed. We surrender this time to you and ask for your blessing upon it. Amen.

Scripture Reading - Matthew 20:1-16

Sermon -	Entitled and Unhappy
												Rev. Joy Alford
						

We Respond to God’s Word
*Affirmation of Faith –
 AlI: I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
the Creator of heaven and earth,
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He arose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty,
from whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.
Amen.

*Hymn of Response –#65 Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah


Sharing of Joys and Concerns 
						
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen

Reception of God’s Tithes and Our Offerings

Offertory - Here I Am to Worship by Tim Hughes	
		
  *Doxology

Prayer of Dedication
God, these offerings seem insignificant in light of all that you have offered us. We give because you gave. We love because you first loved us. Receive our gifts and our lives, and use them, we pray, for your reconcil-
ing work in the world you love. Amen.

Going Out in God’s Name

*Hymn of Commitment – #837 Leaning on the Everlasting Arms

	*Charge and Benediction 

Postlude

Leading in Worship Today
Rev. Joy Alford	
Kristy Gathings - Musician

Nancy Warren, Commissioned Ruling Elder, flagman22@embarqmail.com
Staff- Charlene Wilson, Church Secretary, WMPCoffice@WMPCwillowspring.org										
Upcoming Services at WMPC
Sept. 27   Rev. Joy Alford

Announcements
· Our next Nourish Worship is Tuesday, September 22nd at 5:30 PM.  All are welcome at the table!
· Senior lunch is Thursday, October 8th at Pleasant Grove.  Please let Margaret King know if you plan to
       attend 



Public Prayer List
     Prayer concerns may be submitted by turning in a prayer request card in the offering plate or by       contacting or Glenda Talton via phone or email. 


Congregation: 

Roger Gossett, Jan Gossett, Pat Patrick, Jim and Trish Shannon, Ann Stephenson, Jerry Smith and Jane Smith, Linda Strickland, Teresa Smith.

Family/Friends:  
Ruth Dupree, Lisa Dove (Anne H.), recovering from surgery. Paulette Greer (Margaret), Lil Ortley, Lou Ann and Michael Payne (Glenda & Lee),David Penny, Damien Perez (friend of Nancy and Charlene), Lee Anne Simmons (Anne Honeycutt), Carol Kyser (Nancy Warren), David Eure (Nancy), Nancy's sister, Jeri Havens, is having eye surgery next week, Lil Ortney (radiation treatment).

Marie Holding has been moved to BellaRose for rehab. 

Nancy's friend Carol Kyser from New York died this past weekend from cancer.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Gail Musser was buried Saturday, September 20th in the cemetery at WMPC.  Nancy Warren officiated the service for the family and we visited with the family in the Fellowship Hall and shared a meal with them.

Pat Patrick – has a new address: Calyx Living, 121 East Academy Street, B-4, Fuquay-Varina, NC 27526


The 2026 PC (USA) Season of Peace begins on September 6th, 2026, and concludes on World Communion Sunday, October 4th, 2026. 

· Tuesday, September 22nd - NourishWorship at 5:30 PM. Come hungry...be fed!
· Tuesday, September 29th - Compassionate Kitchen Soup Share at Restoration Food Pantry at 9 AM
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