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September 13, 2026										10:30 AM
						
We acknowledge that our church buildings sit on the lands of the Lumbee, Tuscarora and Catawba nations.
*Please rise in body or spirit.

Welcome and Announcements

Gather Around the Table

*Call to Worship 	(Stand as you’re able)
									
One: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me.
All: Bless God’s holy name.
One: God forgives. God heals. God transforms with steadfast love.
All: Bless God’s holy name.

Gathering Prayer (Be seated)
 (from Reverend Fran Pratt)

One: God, we humans have a tendency to hold onto things. Help me to loosen up and let go.

I release my fear to you, God.			 I accept the peace you offer me in your presence
I release my pain to you, God.			 I accept the rest you offer me in bearing my burdens
I release my uncertainty to you, God. 		 I accept the freedom you offer me to not… judge,
I release my shame to you, God. 		             consume, categorize or label, fill silence with noise
I release my busyness and hurry to you, God.      I accept the spaciousness that comes from giving up
I release my worry to you, God.		             things that don’t serve me or others.
I release my defensiveness to you, God.               Amen.
	
*Opening Hymn – There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit 

Help yourself to the food prepared for us

Sharing a Meal and God’s Word

Scripture Reading
Romans 14:1-12 (from Eugene Peterson’s Message Bible)
14 Welcome with open arms fellow believers who don’t see things the way you do. 
And don’t jump all over them every time they do or say something you don’t agree with—even when it seems that they are strong on opinions but weak in the faith department. Remember, they have their own history to deal with. Treat them gently. 

2-4  For instance, a person who has been around for a while might well be convinced that he can eat
anything on the table, while another, with a different background, might assume he should only be a
vegetarian and eat accordingly. But since both are guests at Christ’s table, wouldn’t it be terribly rude
if they fell to criticizing what the other ate or didn’t eat? God, after all, invited them both to the table. Do you have any business crossing people off the guest list or interfering with God’s welcome? If there are corrections to be made or manners to be learned, God can handle that without your help.

5  Or, say, one person thinks that some days should be set aside as holy and another thinks that each
day is pretty much like any other. There are good reasons either way. So, each person is free to
follow the convictions of conscience.

6-9  What’s important in all this is that if you keep a holy day, keep it for God’s sake; if you eat meat, eat
it to the glory of God and thank God for prime rib; if you’re a vegetarian, eat vegetables to the glory of
God and thank God for broccoli. None of us are permitted to insist on our own way in these matters.
It’s God we are answerable to—all the way from life to death and everything in between—not each
other. That’s why Jesus lived and died and then lived again: so that he could be our Master across
the entire range of life and death, and free us from the petty tyrannies of each other.

10-12  So where does that leave you when you criticize a brother? And where does that leave you when
you condescend to a sister? I’d say it leaves you looking pretty silly—or worse. Eventually, we’re all
going to end up kneeling side by side in the place of judgment, facing God. Your critical and
condescending ways aren’t going to improve your position there one bit. Read it for yourself in scripture:
“As I live and breathe,” God says, “every knee will bow before me; Every tongue will tell the honest truth that I and only I am God.”
So mind your own business.  You’ve got your hands full just taking care of your own life before God.

A Message 								Nancy Warren and Deb Bledsoe
						
Sharing of Joys and Concerns

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Receiving God’s tithes and our offerings

Prayer of Dedication
Holy God, how often we take for granted all that we have. How often we fail to recognize how blessed 
we are. Take these gifts we give in response to your generosity and use them to further Christ’s mission and ministry in a hurting world.  Amen.

Blessing and Sending Forth

Sending Forth Song God is Calling through the Whisper 

May you be strengthened for the week ahead by the joy we have shared this day. May the words of hope resonate the whole weeklong. May you live for the glory of God.  And may the triune God surround us with love and care our whole lives long.  Amen

Portions of today’s liturgy are used with permission from Presbyterian Outlook.
Thank you to Deb Bledsoe for bringing her message today.

Leading in Worship Today
Nancy Warren, CRE
Anne Honeycutt, Musician
Staff- Charlene Wilson, Church Secretary, WMPCoffice@WMPCwillowspring.org										
Upcoming Sunday Worship Services at 10:30AM at WMPC
Sept. 20   Rev. Joy Alford
Sept. 27   Rev. Joy Alford

Announcements

Presbyterian Women's Study - The study session."United Through Christ, Bound to Each Other" 
Monday, Sept 14th at Noon WMPC fellowship hall. Lunch will be a potluck – please bring a dish to share 
· Senior lunch is Thursday, October 8th at Pleasant Grove.  Please let Margaret King know if you plan to attend. Also, for those attending please bring a food donation for the Pantry.
· Our next Nourish Worship is Tuesday, September 22 at 5:30 PM.  All are welcome at the table!

The World Communion Offering opportunity will be available on September 20th, 27th, and October 4th; this is a new PCUSA special offering. Please use the designated envelopes provided. You may also donate this offering via the Givelify online platform. Take a look at the pew leaflets for more information on this offering.   


Public Prayer List
     Prayer concerns may be submitted by turning in a prayer request card in the offering plate or by       contacting or Glenda Talton via phone or email. 


Congregation: 

Roger Gossett, Jan Gossett, Pat Patrick, Jim and Trish Shannon, Ann Stephenson, Jerry Smith and Jane Smith, Linda Strickland, Teresa Smith, Sharen Jackson - upcoming thyroid biopsy

Family/Friends:  
Ruth Dupree, Lisa Dove (Anne H.), recovering from surgery. Paulette Greer (Margaret), Lil Ortley, Lou Ann and Michael Payne (Glenda & Lee),David Penny, Damien Perez (friend of Nancy and Charlene), Lee Anne Simmons (Anne Honeycutt), Carol Kyser (Nancy Warren), David Eure (Nancy), Terry Parrish, Buddy Brooks

Marie Holding has been moved to BellaRose for rehab. Her address is:  BellaRose Nursing Home, 200 Bellarose Lake Way, Room 117, Garner NC 27529

A graveside service for Gail Gordon Musser will be conducted by Nancy Warren here at WMPC on September 19th at 11:00 AM.

Pat Patrick – has a new address: Calyx Living, 121 East Academy Street, B-4, Fuquay-Varina, NC 27526
(change in building # for Pat)

The 2026 PC (USA) Season of Peace begins on September 6th, 2026, and concludes on World Communion Sunday, October 4th, 2026. 

Upcoming dates of importance…
· Sunday, September 13th - 10:30 worship will be in the fellowship hall, Come hungry,,,be fed!
· Monday, September 14th - Presbyterian Women gather at noon - bring a dish to share for lunch
· Friday, September 18th - Sugar Hill Jams and More class 6:30-8:30PM in the Compassionate Kitchen
· Saturday, September 19th- graveside celebration of life for Gail Musser.The service will be followed by a time of fellowship in the fellowship hall. The family invites all to attend.
· Tuesday, September 22nd - NourishWorship at 5:30 PM. Come hungry...be fed!
· Tuesday, September 29th - Compassionate Kitchen Soup Share at Restoration Food Pantry at 9 AM
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